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You need a new and more commodious desk. Think of the 
time you spend in hunting for mislaid papers in your present 
crowded desk. Think of the annoyance and loss every time an 
important paper is overlooked. 

If you are going to do business successfully, you must have 
the right tools. Your desk is more important than any other one 
thing. It makes all the difference between orderly promptness 
and disorder, with confusion and delay. 

Another point. Desks have never been so low-priced. We 
are selling roll-tops at $19 and upward. We price a superb quar- 
tered oak, four-and-a-half foot roll- top, latest pattern, at only $27. 
This is the same desk we formerly sold at $45. 
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MODERN BRUTALITY. 

BY REV. GEORGE P. MAGOUN, D. D. 

Instead of any refining away of brutal treatment of 
man by man under modern civilization there seems just 
now to be an increase of it. In some quarters this is 
fearful. One needs only to read the daily press dispatch- 
es for a few days to discover it. The contention is easily 
made, indeed, that there have been as many instances 
within any given time heretofore, only not reported. Of 
necessity this can never be decided, for we cannot know 
how many cases have formerly occurred unreported. But 
this does not touch the comparative measure of brutality 
in those days and in ours. We do not need to know 
the number of them in order to see the comparative in- 
humanity. Could the bloody outrages upon slaves before 
emancipation have been more savage than those which 
free negroes suffer now? 



There is certainly an ingenuity of cruelty, a diversity 
of novel methods of outraging human happiness and de- 
stroying health and life, altogether unprecedented. We 
know perfectly well the character of these in former 
times. And we not only are now aware that our civilization 
furnishes means by which man can prey on man till now 
undevised or undiscovered, but also that every sort of 
means, new and old, is now employed to this end. Note, 
for instance, as to murder and suicide, especially when 
perpe trated together, a quite modern infamy. How hor- 
ribly various, and marked by incidents and circumstances 
how startling and till now unimaginable, are these two 
barbarisms alone. How absurd the assertion would be 
that reverence for human life in any sense increases, even 
in refined circles ! But no less ingenious and " advanced' ' 
are current frauds and robberies, often involving for suc- 
cess reckless brutality to persons whose property is 
taken away. There is an infernal ingenuity of injury car- 
ried to the utmost extremes. Scoundrels and criminals 
of the past could not so much as imagine how many of 
these iniquities are now committed in the very centres of 
our polite society. They are brought about by nineteenth 
century improvements of all sorts, ever so recent, espe- 
cially those so extolled in the physical sciences and the 
useful arts. Chemistry alone is proven every day an im- 
mense instrument of brutalism. 

Just now all Christian and humane society is shocked and 
horrified by the barbarity which gives evil distinction to 
college athletic contests. The risk of life and limb is such 
that every "team" — a barbarous word to designate a 
band of young men — must have its attendant surgeon. 
Foot ball is not a common American game ; it is specially 
collegiate. That one prize fighter at the North was killed 
outright the other day and the next week another at New 
Orleans, in sight of twenty-five hundred spectators, sur- 
prises no one. But college "contests' ' are those of un- 
dergraduates, supposed to be imbibing the finest influen- 
ces of an intellectual and moral civilization. If these 
cannot refine young men beyond the disgusting and re- 
pulsive grossness of Greek athletes and Roman gladia- 
tors, what have we that can ? Evangelical religion ? But 
who has not noticed the effort to identify this with popu- 
lar athletics, spite of their notorious abuses? Sober 
human belief is sufficiently strained by the assertion of 



